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XG_/ Â8 w_Z�/ &++J& _ ?_QQU_"+
^8&^QJ"w^Zw#+/+r

-_m##^ 6^U+& 8&+& JZ&8Q_/JZ?
w^Zw#+/+ 8^#U& o7+4&p /^ w#+_/+ _
G^U+?J/G Z8U+#^8&_">_Z/_?+&
^>+# &/_Z"_#" ?^^"I8#_U+
w^Z&/#8w/J^Zr7+4& _#+ JZ/+#Q^wPJZ?~
+@m_Z"+"m^QA&/A#+Z+mQ^wP& /G_/
&+#>+ _& _ 8^#U 8^# w^Zw#+/+rCZw+
/G+w^Zw#+/+ &+/&~ /G+&+ 8^#U&
#+U_JZJZmQ_w+ /^ m#^>J"+JZ&8Q_/J^ZrPG+A JZw^#m^#_/+
mQ_&/Jw &/#Jm& /G_/ &+#>+ _& _ 8_&/+ZJZ?&8#8_w+ 8^# "#A?_QQ
^# &J"JZ?r

XG_/ "^+& /G+G^U+I?̂Z+# ?+/ ^8/̂8
/GJ&x .@w+m/J^Z_Q +Z+#?A +88JwJ+ZwA~
^8/&/_Z"JZ?&^8Z"m#^^8JZ?3 _Z"U^#+r
|X+�#+ 8̂w8&JZ?^Z/G+G+_Q/G _&m+w/ ^8
/G+&+ G^U+&~� &_A&>+& X^Q"̂8-_m##^r
|X+ m8JQ"_ m#^"8w/ /G_/ J& Z^/ ^ZQA

G+_Q/GJ+# 8^# /G+
8_UJQJ+& QJ>JZ?JZ
/G+U~ m8/_Q&^ G+_Q/GA
8^# /G+J# 8JZ_Zw+& _Z"
8^# /G++Z>J#^ZU+Z/r}

" 6+_/ M+w^>+#AW+Z/JQ_/^# J& 8&+"JZ/G+&+
G^U+& /^ m#^>J"+8#+&G~ 8JQ/+#+"_J#~
+@G_8&/JZ?&/_Q+_Z"8ZG+_Q/GA _J# /^ /G+
^8/&J"+3 _ m̂Z8&8^# 8_UJQJ+& ?J/G "8&/̂ #
m^QQ+Z_QQ+#?J+&r PG+7+4mQ^wP&
/G+U&+Q>+& _#+ U_"+8&JZ?_ &/+_U
m#^w+&&_Z""^ Z^/ +UJ/ ^88I?_&+&r

+^U8^#/Q+>+Q& _#+ +ZG_Zw+"~ w^Z/#Jm8/JZ?/^ _ G+_Q/GA
JZ"^^# +Z>J#^ZU+Z/r |C8#?_QQ& ?J>+ _ +Gm+# w+Z/ &^8Z"
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CATHIE BARTLETT
S p e c i a l  t o Th e Jo u r n a l

WET ASKIWI N

Billedas “ahome withadifference,” the
new show home in Wetaskiwin is cer-
tainly drawing people in.

Yet once they takealookat the spacious
three-bedroom bungalow, “they’re sur-
prised that it’s sonormal,” says Les Wold
of Dabrro Homes Ltd.

The home is concrete up to the roof —
that’s the difference — which probably
sets up images of a cold, sterile block in
most visitors’ minds.

Instead, they find a warm, inviting
home with all the right stuff for today’s
family, from the stucco exterior with
double attached garage to the island
kitchen withcorner pantry andoakcab-
inets,gas fireplacein theliving room,in-
floor radiant heating and four-piece en-
suite off the master bedroom.

The wider windowsills are theonly hint
as to thedifferent construction.They ac-
commodate the thicker concrete walls
andhaveactually turnedintoa runaway
best feature with the people calling in
to see the home.

So why build with concrete in the first
place?

For starters, it makes a super-insulated
house, Wold says.

“You save about 50 per cent on your
heating bills on a monthly basis.”

You also get a more comfortable liv-
ing environment — cooler in the sum-
mer because of the concrete’s mass, and
warmer in the winter. A much quieter
home as well, because concrete reduces
sound transmission by 60 per cent, fad-
ing out barking dogs, traffic, thunder-
storms and other noise.

Plus the house is generally healthier,
due to its heat recovery system, which
brings in fresh air and sends out stale
air — a boon for the allergy-sufferer —
and does so with 90-per-cent efficiency.

The house is eco-friendly as well, call-
ing on concrete and easing up on trees
for the interior construction and using
less resources to heat it.

But you wouldn’t know all this from the
looks of the house — “aside from look-
ing at your utility bills every month,”
Wold says. That and the wider win-
dowsills ofcourse, whichpeoplelikebe-

cause they can put plants, pictures and
other decorative items on them.

The house is super-solid, with rebar
running horizontally and vertically
through the walls. Indeed, these engi-
neered walls can resist tornado-force
windows and thehouse will last for cen-
turies as opposed to decades.

“It’s analternative way ofbuilding that
just makes sense,”he says of theconcrete
construction.

Theonly disadvantages are the thicker
walls, which encroach a few inches into
the floor space. That doesn’t put much
of a crimp in the overall space — there’s
still 1,397 square feet left in living space
here.

“The other reality is that they cost five
per cent more to build,” says Wold,
addinghomeowners get themoney back
in terms oflower heatingbills andacom-
fortablehome that holds its resale value.

Theprice tagis $197,000 for thehouse
only, which is located at 108 Northbend
Dr.

This is about the fifth concrete house
Dabrro Homes has built. (Others are lo-
cated in Leduc, Calmar and just outside
SherwoodPark.)Thecustombuilder has
been doing basements like this for over
10 years, using insulated concrete form
technology from Plasti-Fab Ltd.

A few years ago Dabrro started build-
ing with concrete up to the roof and

found the resulting homes always sold.
“There’s actually quite a demand for
them,” Wold says.

The key is educating the consumer on
what is involvedinconcreteconstruction
and theadvantages of this building style.

Building suchahomedoes not takeany
longer than traditional methods. Nor is
it any more difficult to build — “you just
have toknow what you’redoingbecause
you pour the concrete, it’s there,” Wold
says, underlining the need for proper
bracing.

Dabrro builds in Edmonton and sur-
rounding communities and will be fo-
cusingmoreonconcretehomes because
of the advantages they offer, Wold says.
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Exterior walls include cement, insulation and rebar.SUPPLIED

This unassuming house actually has eco-friendly engineering features that mean it could last for centuries — instead of decades.

Super-solid construction of Dabrro’s Wetaskiwin showhome includes poured concrete and rebar.

Thicker walls cut into available floor space, but only slightly. Island kitchen features oak cabinets.

Master bedroom, looking toward the
ensuite entrance.

Ensuite bathroom


